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20 April 2010:   Hand Picked Hotels, the collection of 17 country house hotels across the UK has reported an uplift in enquiries and bookings as leisure, wedding and business guests switch their holiday plans and business conferences to the UK.    
The hotel group is working around the clock to accommodate holidaymakers and business travellers who have had to cancel their overseas trips.  Rhinefield House Hotel in the heart of the New Forest has seen enquiries for accommodation this week and next week increase with bookings up over 10 per cent with a special offer of Kir Royale, canapés dinner, bed and breakfast from £149 midweek per room. 
Over the weekend and this week, Hand Picked Hotels have reported a number of cancellations particularly from events with overseas guests. However at the same time, Hand Picked Hotels have also picked up last minute bookings for April. Norton House Hotel & Spa in Ingliston Edinburgh is offering special rates from £110 bed and breakfast based on single occupancy or from £120 bed and breakfast based on double/twin occupancy. 

Sister hotel, Ettington Park in Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire is hosting a wedding at short notice for a couple who had to abandon their wedding plans in the Caribbean due to the flight disruption.  ‘‘Whilst the couple were hugely disappointed to learn that they could not travel overseas, they were both relieved and pleased that they would not have to cancel their special day and that we were able to accommodate their wedding at late notice’’ commented Douglas Waddell, Operations Director of Hand Picked Hotels.  Ettington Park has dinner, bed and breakfast available from £149 per room.
Douglas continued: ‘We are hugely sympathetic to those who have been affected by the flight disruption and are being flexible with those who have not been able to reach the hotels from overseas. We have good availability for next week and are offering good rates for those who would like to experience a country house hotel stay.’

For more information, contact 0845 458 0901 or visit ww.handpickedhotels.co.uk 
- Ends-
For further press information or images please contact the Hand Picked press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9953. 

About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 19 hotels across the UK, including two partner hotels, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 15 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Five hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
