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WOOD HALL HOTEL & SPA, WETHERBY, WEST YORKSHIRE, ANNOUNCES NEW CHEF

Wood Hall Hotel & Spa in Wetherby, West Yorkshire, part of the award winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, has appointed Norman Mackenzie as its new head chef.

Norman brings a wealth over 20 years experience to the role, having previously worked as head chef for several high profile hotels including the De Vere Oulton Hall Hotel and Spa, Leeds, and the Bagden Hall Hotel, Scisset. Using only both local and seasonal produce, including herbs and fresh produce from Wood Hall’s gardens, he will be taking inspiration from the magnificent surroundings to produce a British menu that includes both classical and modern dishes, combining simple combinations of flavours cooked with care and attention. 
Norman’s love of food began at an early age.  His Grandmother was Head Chef at the Glencoe Hotel, and he has fond childhood memories of walks through the Highlands to the hotel and watching her at work skinning rabbits and preparing the day’s dishes.  As the only boy in his school to study Food & Nutrition, Norman had already decided on his career before the age of 13, and by 14 he was washing pots at a local hotel, whilst staying after hours with the pastry chef to learn how to bake rolls and patisserie. 

Charles Merchie, General Manager at Wood Hall, comments: “We are extremely fortunate to have secured such a talented and experienced chef to head up the team at Wood Hall Hotel & Spa. I am delighted to welcome Norman to the hotel and am excited to work alongside him to further enhance the fine cuisine for which Wood Hall Hotel & Spa is already renowned.” 
Tucked away in an elevated setting and surrounded by over 100 acres of lush woodland and parkland Wood Hall Hotel is a hidden treasure of the Yorkshire countryside. Offering 44 luxury bedrooms, a two AA Rosette restaurant and small health club and spa, Wood Hall is a place of gentle relaxation.
At Wood Hall, as with every Hand Picked Hotel, menus are both seasonal and regional, concentrating on local specialty ingredients and dishes, which are served in the two AA rosette Georgian Restaurant. Wood Hall is renowned for creating fresh local cuisine using high quality ingredients, paired with fine wines from an extensive wine list which includes old world classics and intriguing new world arrivals.  
Wood Hall Hotel & Spa is one of Hand Picked Hotels’ unique collection of 19 luxury country house hotels across the UK and Jersey.    
- ENDS –
To book contact 0845 458 0905 or visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk.
For further press information or images please contact Natalie Amos or Katy Rouse at  the Hand Picked press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9953. 

About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 19 hotels including partner hotels Down Hall in Hertfordshire and Flemings in Mayfair across the UK, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 14 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Six hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 

